
“Recapture the Dream: 

A Dream Come True!”  
 

Each time I see those words I want to 

pinch myself, for it still seems like a 

dream.  We’ve been in our new church 

for almost a month, and while it has a 

long way to go, everyone seems at 

home!  I hope to formally celebrate 

the Dedication of the new Church and 

Reopening of the Parish Center in the 

late spring, when the flood-ravaged 

basement is finally repaired and we 

are once again back ‘on-line.’   
 

Please accept my apologies for our 

inability to provide all the services 

once offered by the parish staff 

before Hurricane Irene; however, it 

may get worse before it gets better!  

In the weeks and months to come, most 

of the wiring for phones and 

computers lines will be replaced, 

which means we will be literally ‘off-

line.’ We have yet to see how many of 

our records were permanently lost, 

and how many were merely damaged.  

But in case there is any doubt, if you 

were baptized, confirmed, married or 

whatever at Saint Mary Church, it is 

still valid – and binding - whether or 

not we have a record of it!  [BTW: the 

Church has special forms that can be 

filled out when records are 

permanently lost!] 
 

Some have asked how I can be so 

upbeat and positive with all that has 

gone wrong, and with the interminable 

delays and set-backs. Simply put, it is 

my faith – our faith – that keeps me 

going, as well as the example of our 

great patroness, Mary most holy.   

As seen in the daily Mass Chapel 

stained glass window in the other 

column, Mary reigns not only as our 

Queen and Mother, by also as our 

protector and comforter, just as she 

once served her Son in these maternal 

roles. The window was donated by 

John Gianuzzi in memory of his late 

wife, Lucille.  It was created by Lamb 

Studios of Wyckoff, NJ; it is an 

original image of our Blessed Mother, 

based on numerous models that were 

considered for this centerpiece of our 

new daily Mass Chapel.  The colors 

were chosen to match the predominant 

shades of blue in the stained-glass 

windows added to the church in the 

1950’s.  The ‘gems’ or ‘rubies’ [obviously 

not real!] and her scepter highlight 

Our Lady’s Queenship, which we 

reflect on in the last of the Glorious 

Mysteries of the Rosary.    
 

To either side of Our Lady are 

depictions of two churches; to her 

right [our left] is the image of the 

1909 church which once stood in what 

is now our parking lots’ main 

driveway, in front of the new plaza. 

During the construction period, many 

marveled to see the huge stone 

foundation of that church, where they 

once worshipped or attended classes!  

I wanted a lasting memory of the 1909 

church, and putting it in the window 

was the best way I could preserve it 

for future generations to see.  
 

To Our Lady’s left [our right] is the 

image of the new entrance to our 

church.  Its columns and façade were 



chosen to match the distinguished 

entranceway of our High School; as 

that portico and steeple has proudly 

announced the presence of our High 

School to all who pass by, our new 

church’s façade will also announce 

the presence of the proud Catholics 

who call Saint Mary Church their 

spiritual home. By now [I hope!] the 

computer-controlled LED lighting 

system, which was already functional 

in the church at its Dedication, will be 

enabling us to change the color of 

the pillars to announce the various 

liturgical seasons and festive 

occasions.  
 

Connecting the new outdoor plaza to 

the new church is what is called a 

Narthex.  In antiquity, such an 

‘anteroom’ was required for churches; 

it was the place where the non-

baptized and those expelled or 

excommunicated from the Church 

went to ‘hear’ Mass as they awaited 

Baptism or Reconciliation.  Because of 

that, the Baptismal Font was often 

found, as is ours, between the Narthex 

and the nave or main body of the 

church.  So, too, were the 

Confessionals, but ours is near the 

Blessed Sacrament shrine, where the 

old main doors of the church once 

were.  Although not technically a 

‘part’ of the church, it is still a sacred 

place, and during more crowded Mass, 

should be respected as a part of the 

church.  It is also the place, as is the 

daily Mass Chapel, to take unruly or 

‘temporarily possessed’ children during 

Mass! 
 

Adorning the upper level of the 

Narthex are five of the original 1909 

church’s stained-glassed windows.  

These venerable and magnificent 

works of art were miraculously 

saved from theft, vandalism or 

neglect by the Rev. Msgr. Charles 

Demjanovich, pastor from 1951-1969, 

who wisely had them installed in the 

classrooms below the church in what 

is now our parish center!  Had they 

been left in storage, they probably 

would have been destroyed or been 

stolen.  [Sadly, these things happen!]  
 

The window over the main doors of 

the church is of the Last Supper; from 

the altar, the priest-celebrant can 

literally see that what he is now 

doing at the altar in the Eucharist is 

exactly what the Lord Jesus Himself 

did when He instituted this great 

Sacrament the night before He died!  It 

is also in the place of prominence to 

remind us of the centrality the most 

holy Eucharist must have in the life of 

a Christian.   
 

The four windows along the side 

walls of the Narthex depict the 

Joyful Mysteries of the Rosary: the 

Annunciation by the Archangel 

Gabriel to Mary; the Visitation of 

Mary to her relative Elizabeth, the 

mother of John the Baptist; the 

Presentation of the Lord in the Temple 

by Mary and Joseph who were greeted 

by the prophet Simeon; and the Finding 

in the Temple, when Our Lord, as a 

mere Child, was found teaching the 

elders!  But why is one missing: the 

Nativity of the Lord?  
 

In 1998, the ‘Christmas’ window was 

placed in a protective, elevated frame 

on wheels; it has been the centerpiece 

of our ‘Christmastime’ sanctuary ever 

since then!  As you have seen, we 

continued this tradition in our new 

church!      
 

By the end of 2012, I hope to have a 

Commemorative Book explaining these 

and all the windows and items in our 

new church! For it’s my firm belief 

that the more we understand the 

reason for and purpose of every 

appurtenance in our new church, the 



more our Catholic Faith will come 

alive for us!   
 

As I have said numerous times, while 

having a dignified and proper place 

for worship is essential, it is only a 

means to an end.  Its primary end is the 

worship of our God, the proclamation 

of His Word and the celebration of 

the Sacraments He has given us to 

sustain us and through which we 

receive His many graces and blessings.  

But running a close second is the 

formation of a truly Christian people, 

an active Catholic community, in which 

we offer back to the Lord whatever 

gifts and talents, time and treasure 

the Lord has entrusted to us.  I said it 

this way in my homily at the 

Dedication Mass:  
 

“We come to the altar to be altered.” 

As the prayers for this [Dedication] 

Rite explain, by gathering around the 

altar, we are literally altered, 

changed, transformed - through word 

and Sacrament - into what we 

celebrate and receive here!  …  In the 

revised Roman Missal the priest says, 

“Pray … that my sacrifice and yours 

may be acceptable to God the almighty 

Father.”  My sacrifice and yours.  At 

each Mass, each one present is 

expected to offer something to the 

Lord who - since He can never be 

outdone in generosity - returns to us 

something far greater than we offer 

Him. This is ultimately and profoundly 

true for the bread and wine we offer 

to God, which become Christ’s Body 

and Blood – but it’s also true of 

every sacrament and ritual that takes 

place - on or near - this altar! … 

Some might see this as an extravagant 

table; others may see it as merely a 

stone monument; but we see it as the 

primary place where we will meet the 

Lord - and be nourished and fed by 

Him – until He calls us to join Him at 

His Banquet Table in heaven!   May 

this altar be all this – and more – 

for the Church of Saint Mary.  Amen!”    
 

Merry Christmas and Happy New 

Year!   

 

With God’s love and my 

prayers,  

 

 
Reverend Michael J. 

Kreder 



Marriage Preparation 

 

Marriage plans should be made at 

least one year before the wedding; 

couples should make NO other plans 

until they meet with a priest or 

deacon.  Call the Parish Office for a 

Marriage Policy Handbook and Pre-

Cana Conference or Engaged 

Encounter information.  

 

 

Home Bound Parishioners 

  

Contact the parish office to have the 

Most Holy Eucharist brought to the 

sick or homebound, or to have a loved 

one, neighbor or friend visited by a 

parish minister.  

 

 

  

Parish Registration 
 

All Roman Catholics living within the 

boundaries of Saint Mary Church, or 

who regularly worship here, should 

officially register; if you did NOT 

receive a Christmas mailing, you may 

not be registered!  Obtain a 

registration form from a priest or 

deacon after Mass or at the Parish 

Office.  We strongly encourage you 

to register, even if you do not plan to 

use envelopes, so you can be on our 

mailing list.  Only registered members 

of the parish, who fulfill all other 

canonical [Church Law] requirements 

are eligible to obtain Sponsor 

[Godparent] Certificates, letters of 

recommendation or other 

documentation.  

 

       

Baptismal Preparation Class 

 

Expectant parents should call the 

parish office during pregnancy to 

register for the mandatory Pre-

Baptism Class.  Godparents are 

strongly encouraged to attend the 

session, and others are most welcome.  

Upon registration a Parish Baptismal 

Policy Booklet is sent to you; please 

read this Handbook before choosing 

godparents and attending the class.  

Be sure your proposed sponsor 

fulfills all requirements before asking 

them; we must strictly follow Church 

law in determining the eligibility of 

godparents and sponsors. 

Godparent [Sponsor] 

Requirements 

 

Canon [Church] law states a godparent 

[sponsor] must: 
 

* be a Baptized and Confirmed Roman 

Catholic        

    who attends weekly Mass and 

receives Eucharist 
 

* be at least 16 years of age [exceptions 

possible]  
 

* NOT be one of the parents 
 

* lead a moral life in keeping with 

Church teaching, and be a good 

Catholic role model 
 

* if married, be married according to 

Church law 
 

* be a registered member of their own 

current  

    parish from which they must obtain 

an           

    eligibility certificate; we can  only 

give eligibility  

    certificates to those registered in 

our parish! 
 

Since only one Roman Catholic 

godparent is required, a baptized member 

of another Christian church [but not a 

Roman Catholic or former Catholic]  

may serve as a Christian Witness.  Since 

godparents renew their baptismal 

promises during the Rite of Baptism, a 

non-baptized person cannot serve in this 

role.  

 

 

 



Parish Office Phone Number:  

201 - 438 - 2200 

 

Parish website:    

stmaryrutherford.org 
 

Diocesan website:   rcan.org 
 

Vatican website:   vatican.va 
 

check out these sites!   
 

 

 

Rite of Christian Initiation of 

Adults [RCIA] 
 

If you want to become a Roman 

Catholic or complete your Initiation 

into the Church, the RCIA is for you!  

Through weekly sessions, non-

Christian adults are prepared for 

Baptism, Confirmation and First 

Eucharist, and non-Catholic 

Christians are prepared for 

Confirmation and First Eucharist, 

which takes place at the Easter Vigil 

Mass.  For more information, contact 

Mary Lanni at the Parish Office.  

Adult Catholics needing Confirmation, 

should also contact Mary Lanni for 

preparation class information.  

Pastoral Care of the Sick 

and Dying 

 

Please contact the Roman Catholic 

chaplain, assigned to each area 

hospital, through the hospital’s 

Pastoral Care Office upon admission.  

The Patient Privacy Act forbids 

chaplains and visiting clergy from 

using hospital rosters, so as not to 

breach the confidentiality of those 

who wish privacy. Our parish ministers 

try to visit area hospitals; if you or a 

loved one is hospitalized, call the 

Parish Office and give the patient’s 

name, hospital, and room number! 

 

 

Vocations 

 

Those who feel called by God to 

parish ministry as liturgical ministers 

[altar server, choir member, usher, 

reader, etc.]; Catechists [Religious 

Formation, sacramental preparation 

instructor]; or to Ordained/Professed 

Ministry [religious brother/sister, 

deacon or priest] should speak to a 

priest, deacon or religious sister.  

Every Catholic is obligated to pray 

for Vocations!   For more info call 

973-497-4365 or log onto the 

Vocation Office on the archdiocesan 

website:  rcan.org 

 

The Catholic Advocate 
 

Subscribe to our archdiocesan 

newspaper for a Catholic view of the 

news and for local church events.  

Call 973-497-4200 for details or log 

onto the Archdiocese of Newark’s 

website at: rcan.org 

 

Altar Guild/Church Cleaners 

 

A number of wonderful volunteers 

gather each week to keep our church 

looking as God’s House should look. 

As you can imagine, the work is never 

done!  To join and assist them, leave 

your name and phone number at the 

Parish Office: Attn: Altar Guild.   

 

Get Involved 

 

Check out the many parish ministries, 

groups and organizations listed in the 

bulletin; with many Masses, funerals, 

sacraments, three schools and other 

events, there is something for 

everyone!  Contact the parish office 

to sign up.   

Is your child / grandchild 

registered for Religious 

Formation classes?   

 



Do I truly have a generous 

heart?  
 

God graces us with the gift of 

natural life and the gift of faith: the 

promise of supernatural life or 

eternal life with God in heaven.  To 

show our gratitude and recognition 

that all we have comes from God, the 

Lord asks us to share our blessings.  

In biblical times, all were expected to 

offer a tithe: the first 10% of one’s 

produce, riches and blessings to the 

Lord.  God still expects this generous 

return from us at every stage of life 

– even in death.   

 

Christmas celebrates the birth of 

God’s Son, the greatest gift of the 

many gifts God entrusts to us.  What 

return have you made for all the 

Lord has done, does, and has promised 

to do for us? The Church strongly 

encourages us to make a will, 

detailing how our earthly treasures 

will be passed on to family, friends 

and our Church.  

 

We all want family and loved ones to 

enjoy the fruits of our earthly 

labors; we should also make sure our 

Church, our parish family, can share 

in our expression of gratitude through 

our will.  While concern for our own 

needs and the needs of others may 

keep us from tithing a full 10% during 

our earthly life, most should be able 

to reach this goal in their will.  Did 

you remember God and your parish in 

your will? 

 

Weekly Memorials & 

Dedications 

 

Is there an engagement, marriage, 

expectant couple, ordination, birthday, 

graduation, anniversary of marriage, 

ordination or death, or any other 

significant milestone you wish to 

spiritually remember?  These items 

used for worship may be dedicated 

weekly for a living or deceased 

intention: the Sanctuary Lamp which 

constantly burns before the Blessed 

Sacrament; the Bread and Wine used 

at Mass; the Sanctuary Flowers.   A 

set donation is requested for each 

item, a card is provided, noting the item 

and time of dedication, and the names 

are printed in the bulletin!  For more 

information or to dedicate an item, 

contact the Parish Office.   

Marian Shrine – Saint Jude 

Shrine 

Sacred Heart Shrine Votive 

Candles 
 

To light a 4-day votive candle at any 

shrine, place $2.00 in the hopper to 

the left of the shrine, which activates 

the system; then push a  blue or red 

candle which remains lit for 4 days.  
 

The special white candles, which are 

lit for one year, will include the 

name[s] of the intention and requestor.  

These annual candles intentions may 

be for any person[s] living or 

deceased.  Consider making an annual 

intention for the newborn, the 

newlywed, the sick, those serving in 

the military, or the deceased.  The 

donation for an Annual Memorial 

Candle is $250.   Contact the Parish 

Office for more information or to 

memorialize an annual white candle.  
 

The annual candle intentions at the 

Marian, Saint Jude and Sacred Heart 

shrines will be formally made on 

Sunday, January 29 during the 9 AM 

Mass, in anticipation of Candlemas, the 

Presentation of the Lord, on February 

2.  Each year, on a weekend near or 

on the Feast of Candlemas the 

intentions on the Annual Memorial 



Candles are read aloud during the 

General Intercessions.  

 

Religious Formation (by Betty Hatler) 

Our Religious Formation program is 

continually growing and evolving to 

meet the needs of our busy parish. 

During the summer we were proud to 

have 230 students enrolled with 14 

catechists and a host of involved 

parents. 

We were blessed as well to attend  

morning mass with Father Mike’s 

expert direction and meaningful 

explanations to enhance our worship 

experience. 

Our Sunday and Wednesday classes 

have a total enrollment of 230 with 

16 catechists, many of whom have 

dedicated their time and talents for 

years.  

Registration for all classes begins 

after all masses on Palm Sunday and 

enrollment is limited to the number of 

available catechists. 

All students enrolled in the program 

must be registered in this parish to 

participate.  

All first graders must submit a copy 

of their baptismal certificates even if 

they have been baptized in the parish. 

For more information please feel free 

to contact the church office at 201-

438-2200 ext 140 or email bahatler 

@gmail.com 

Holy Days of Obligationin 

2012 

 
 

Ascension of the Lord                          

Thursday, May 17   
 

All Saints Day                                

Thursday, November 1 
 

Immaculate Conception              Saturday, 

December 8   
 

Christmas                                       

Tuesday, December 25   
 

Weekly Obligation                 

Every Sunday  
 

  

Other Important Holy Days, Feasts & 

Celebrations 
 

Mary, Mother of God/World Day of 

Peace/ 

              New Years Day                       

Sunday, January 1  
 

Epiphany                                               

Sunday, January 8 
 

Baptism of the Lord                           

Monday, January 9   
 

Washington DC March for Life    Monday, 

January 23 
 

Dedication of Annual Candles      Sunday, 

January 29 
 

Catholic Schools Week            January 

29 – February 5 
 

St Blaise Blessing of Throats              

Friday, February 3 
 

Anointing of the Sick  3:00 pm   Saturday, 

February 4 
 

World Marriage Day                      

Sunday, February 12 
 

Parish ‘Pot Luck‘ Mardi Gras        

Tuesday, February 21 
 

Ash Wednesday                      

Wednesday, February 22 
 

Men’s Cornerstone Seton Hall U.  

Saturday, March 12 
 

Lenten Penance Service                    

Monday, March 26  
 

Passion [Palm] Sunday                            

Sunday, April 1   
 

Chrism Mass, Cathedral, 8:00 pm        

Monday, April 2 
 

Holy Thursday                                        

Thursday, April 5 
 

Good Friday                                                 

Friday, April 6   
 

Holy Saturday/Easter Vigil                 

Saturday, April 7  
 

Easter Sunday                                           

Sunday, April 8 

 

First Communion      2
nd

, 3
rd

, 4
th
, 5

th
 

Sundays of Easter  
 

Parish Anniversary                             

Thursday, April 19 
 

Confirmation Retreat                          

Saturday, May 19 



 

Confirmation        1:45 PM – 3:45 PM 

Sunday, June 10 
 

Pentecost                                                  

Sunday, May 26  
 

Saint Mary High School Graduation  

Monday, June  4 
 

Academy at Saint Mary Graduation 

Tuesday, June 11 
 

Parish Feast Day                                 

Sunday, October 7 
 

All Souls Day                                      

Friday, November 2  
 

Pastor’s 27
th
 Priesthood Anniversary     

November 16 
 

 

 

 

 



Divorce & Remarriage 

Annulments & Declarations 

of Nullity 
 

There is much misinformation and 

confusion concerning Church teaching 

on divorce, annulment and remarriage.  

To be VALID, a marriage must be 

freely, truthfully entered into by two 

persons who know each other as best 

as possible and who intend to fulfill 

the ideals of marriage.  When a bride 

or groom is CATHOLIC, the marriage 

MUST be performed in a CATHOLIC 

church, by a VALID CATHOLIC 

PRIEST or DEACON, according to 

rites of the CATHOLIC CHURCH or 

with EXPLICIT PERMISSION elsewhere 

or by another officiant.  
 

Any marriage involving a Catholic 

that takes place in any other way may 

be INVALID.  Such marriages can be 

‘validated’ by a priest or deacon as 

long as there is no invalidating 

factor, like a previous valid marriage.  

Catholics in invalid marriages may not 

receive Eucharist or serve as 

godparents, but are NOT 

excommunicated!   
 

To dissolve an invalid marriage the 

Church declares it NULL since it did 

not take place properly from the 

start; the fee for a Declaration of 

Nullity is $75.00 and takes about two 

weeks to process.  Necessary 

documentation:  a copy of the current 

marriage license, a new copy of each 

Catholic’s baptismal certificate, the 

proper form completed by a 

priest/deacon, and fee. 
 

When a valid marriage ends in civil 

divorce, divorced or separated 

Catholics MAY receive Holy 

Communion, serve as sponsors, etc.  

Their status only changes if they 

enter another marriage before the 

previous marriage is officially 

declared NULL or is ANNULED.   
 

An annulment does NOT say the 

marriage never took place, which 

denies reality.  An annulment rules a 

marriage non-binding because it was 

not properly entered into:  one or 

both parties were not free, truthful 

or lacked full awareness of self or 

the other; the ideals of marriages 

were not understood; etc.  A marriage 

preformed by a valid priest or deacon 

[not a so-called ‘rent-a-priest’ – 

usually a former priest who hires 

himself out for an exorbitant fee] or 

the marriage between two non-

Catholics is presumed VALID and 

needs a CATHOLIC ANNULMENT to 

be dissolved.  The fee for an 

annulment in this diocese is $550; 

financial difficulty will not stop the 

process, which usually takes at least 

one year.  Please speak to a priest or 

deacon for more information or 

clarification.   Every Catholic in a 

broken marriage is strongly urged to 

seek guidance on this important issue.   
 

For more info, speak to a priest or 

deacon or contact the archdiocesan 

Marriage Tribunal at 973-497-4145 or 

the archdiocesan website, 

www.rcan.org. In Christian charity, 

please pass this info onto those who 

need the truth, who need the facts, 

but who do not need hearsay, 

misinformation or other well-intended, 

though often harmful, help.  Strongly 

encourage those in these situations to 

contact a priest or deacon.   

 

FYI 
 

The 2011 USCCB’s [United States 

Conference of Catholic Bishops] annual 

report says the Roman Catholic 

Church in the USA has:   
 

65.4 million Catholics [22% of U.S. 

population] 



Catholics worldwide: 1.16 billion [17% 

of pop.]   

In the 195 dioceses in the USA there 

are:  

 39,466 priests, 17 cardinals, 456 

bishops,  

3,608 seminarians, 16,921 permanent 

deacons 

55,944 religious sisters, 4,606 

religious brothers 

857,410 Infant Baptisms  

43,279 Adult Baptisms 

75,724 Received into Full Communion 

[RCIA] 
 

For more data log on to:  

usccb.org/about/media-

relations/statistics 
 

Here’s our parish statistics for 2010: 
 

Registered Households:  2,800 

Infant Baptisms: 52 

Children who received First 

Communion: 81 

Confirmation Candidates: 88 

RCIA Candidate: 0 Catechumens; 

1Candidate 

Students in Religious Formation: 440 

Students in our Elementary School: 

275 

Students in our High School: 318 

Weddings: 9 

Candidates for Holy Orders: 0 

Funerals: 63 

Average # of families contributing on 

a weekly basis:  500 @ $29.25 per 

family 


